We do NOT want our roads paved on Middle River Road (Fletcher area).
We pushed for this back in 2009 and as of today, we still do NOT want our roads paved!

We oppose paving our rural dirt road, to preserve our privacy, maintain a quiet rural
atmosphere, and avoid the speeding traffic that smooth pavement tends to attract.

We prefer the rustic, natural look of unpaved surfaces over modern asphalt.

Unpaved dirt roads naturally encourage drivers to slow down and proceed cautiously. In
contrast, paved surfaces often lead motorists, including local residents, to drive too fast on
winding rural roads.

Ourdirt road goes to a dead-end. There is only one way in and one way out. The school
buses do not even come up our roads.

If you pave our roads, people won’t feel safe walking up here anymore because paved
roads tend to make people drive faster.

Our children and grandchildren will not be able to ride their bicycles up here for fear of
someone running over them if the road was paved. Our elderly residents won't feel
comfortable taking a leisurely walk anymore for their health.

Water Pollution: And the environment...dirt roads cause no harm to streams whereas
asphalt causes chemical runoff. Rain washes oils, heavy metals, rubber particles and
brake dust off the asphalt road, directly into our river.

In the winter, salt washes into the water, harming native trout and other stream life.
Asphalt in general is dangerous. It has environmental and health hazards.

Erosion and Flooding: Rain runs off pavement a whole lot faster than if the road was dirt.
Dirt roads soak in rainwater more slowly.

We strongly urge the council to leave our roads unpaved. Preserving our unpaved roads is
the only way to protect our community's unique rural character, prevent speeding, and
avoid unnecessary tax burdens on residents. For the safety, finances, and charm of our
neighborhood, we ask that you vote against this paving project.

Thank you. (June 2026)

Sonya Ann Ogura



20 June 2026

Sonya Ann Ogura
6007 Middle River Road
Stanardsville, VA 22973

Stephen C. Brich, P.E., Commissioner
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT)
P.O.Box 1475

Richmond, Virginia 23218

Carrie Shepheard, P.E.
701 VDOT Way
Charlottesville, VA 22911

Greene County Board of Supervisors
P. Q. Box 358
Stanardsville, VA 22973

Subject: Reduest to prevent paving of Middle River Road/SR 667 in Greene County
Dear Mr. Brich, Ms. Shepheard and the Greene County Board of Supervisors,

I am writing to you today on behalf of the residents of the Fletcher area (SR 675) of
Middle River Road (SR 667), located in Greene County. It has come to our attention that
there may be plans to pave this currently unpaved road.

We are respectfully requesting that VDOT, and the Greene County Board of
Supervisors not pave this road and instead allow it to remain unpaved.

We oppose the paving of our road for the following reasons:

+ Speed and Safety Concerns: Keeping the road unpaved naturally encourages
drivers to travel at lower, safer speeds. Paving the road will likely lead to increased
traffic speeds and endanger local residents and children.

« Community Character: Our community values the quiet, ruratl aesthetic of an
unpaved road. Paving alters the fundamental nature of our neighborhood.

» Environmental Impact: An unpaved road allows for better natural water drainage
and prevents excessive stormwater runoff that asphalt causes.

+ Wildlife Protection: Unpaved roads act as a deterrent to high-speed commuter cut-
through traffic, keeping local wildlife and pedestrians safer.

We ask that this road be removed from any current or near-future paving schedules,
and that it remains unpaved to preserve our community's way of life.



Thank you for your time, your service to the Commonwealth, and for considering the
voices of our community. | look forward to hearing from you regarding how we can ensure
our road remains unpaved.

Sincerely,
Sonya Ann Ogura

Shyo Cu



DO NOT PAVE THE DIRT ROAD OF MIDDLE RIVER ROAD!
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These documents are from 2009 when we did NOT
want our roads paved then either!
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on VDOT’s Rustic Road plans
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6007 Middle River Road
Stanardsviile, VA 22973

14 January 2009

Allan D. Sumpter
Resident Administrator
701 VOOT Way
Charlottesville, VA 22911

Dear Mr. Sumpter:
Subject: Middle River Road

| am writing this letter to discuss Middle River Road. | am sure there are a iot of legalities regarding
what can be done and what can not be done to Middle River Road. | understand from the meeting last
night, the Commonwealth of Virginia is broke. Well everybody knows that! The Commonwealth of
Virginia cannot even house all the prisoners that are incarcerated. They are letting them out early and
closing some of the prisons down. Anyway - | would like to help VDOT make an enormous decision.
PLEASE - DO NOT pave Middle River Road. The very few Greene County tax payers who actually
reside on that road DO NOT want Middle River Road paved. That road is a one way in and one way
out road. As you know it goes to the end and turns around.

No school buses have ever traveled that road. When | was a kid | walked that road every day to meet
the school bus down by Fletcher Bridge. It was a pleasant walk. | could name a hundred reasons why
not to pave the roads, but the main reason is that we like our dirt roads. We like the mud, the dust, the
snow, the ice, the wear and tear on our vehicles, efc. etc. It is very few places these days where you
can just get on a country road and take a nice relaxing drive on a dirt road.

Please allocate the Commonwealth's money appropriately and pave Simms Road. The school bus
travels on that road 4 times a day with two school busses. Not only that, there are twice if not more
people residing on that road than on Middle River Road. Anyway - | just needed to express my opinion.
f sure hope that you guys/gals make the right decision for the people who actually reside and pay taxes

on Middle River Road.

If for some reason you need to contact me, please feel free to do so. My work telephone number is
(434) 980-7466, M-F, 8-5, my home number is (434) 985-6007.

Thank you very much,

émg& Q'O%Wl/

Ms. Sonya Ann Ogura




We vote NO on paving Middle River Rd (State Route 667). There is a 5 degree
temperature change when you go from the paved road to the dirt road. This
allows us to turn off the AC during the summer and enjoy the fresh air. The dirt
road is original and causes no harm to the stream; can you say that about the
paved road? And what about guard rails? You will have to install guard rails; this
will take away from the beauty of the stream. And | am a firm believer that once
you pave this road it will bring more traffic, lookiey loo’s, which will also cause
people to speed on this road, you can watch as people slow down considerably
when they come to the dirt road, do you honestly believe peopie will slow down

financial situation, you want to spend money needlessly, on a paved road that the
majority does not want? What about all of the state people who were layer off
last Friday, how many more jobs will this paving take away? We all saw your
vehicle counters when you were surveying the traffic flow. What those counters
don’t tell you is that one fifth of those cars were the same retired people who
drive up and down this road all day, or ATV’s. Those counters are way far from
being accurate. This road does not need paving, nor do we want it. What about
winter time? Now when you pave it are you going to plow and salt it?

| bought my home in 1977 and have lived up here since 1992, to get away from
the city and to get away from the rat race. | moved up here in 1992 permanently

Thank You
Liif L LEL

/M?/Zé"

Samuel J. Goble
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Petition
To
Stop the Paving Middle River Road
State Route 667

W the undersigned do respectfully demand that the last of Middle River Road
e Bpute 667) from Fletchers Bridge (state route 675) NOT be paved in any manner.
W enjoy the country rustic of a gravel road and enjoy the peacefuiness that it brings.
We enjoy the nature and the beauty of the Conway River as a gravel road. Paving this
wad would only increase hazards for the citizens that enjoy walks along the Conway

Siver, of speeding vehicles. This also represents an extreme hazard to our pets and
“en whom are accustomed to the natural way and enjoys the rustic beauty also. We
“el that any paving would contaminate the Conway River, destroying the natural
“#auty and wildlife along the river. We are all citizens and taxpayers of the
wvealth of Virginig, and feel our tax money could be spent in better ways than
“ing the beauty of the Conway River. We do expect the state and county to
i the gravel road which has been done for many years in the past. We affix our

ot Br the betterment efithe community and natural beauty, on this day starting April
-2 - ./ 15,2008.
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W enjoy the country rustic of a gravel road and enjoy the peacefulness that it brings.
We enjoy the nature and the beauty of the Conway River as a gravel road. Paving this
wad would only increase hazards for the citizens that enjay walks along the Conway
“iver, of speeding vehicles. This also represents an extreme hezard to our pets and
“ien whom are accustomed to the natural way and enjoys the rustic beauty also. We
el that any paving would contaminate the Conway River, destroying the natural
“#auty and wildlife along the river. We are all citizens and taxpavers of the
“wivealth of Virginig, and feel our tax money could be spent in better ways than
ying the beauty of the Conway River. We do expect the state and county to
 the gravel road which has been done for many years in the past. We aftix our
& S the bettenncriijhe community and natural beauty, on this day starting April
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Petition
To
#op "4 Paving Middle River Road
State Route 667

2 e undersigned do respectfully demand that the last of Middle River Road
W Lsute 667) from Fletchers Bridge (State Foute 675) NOT be paved in any manner
gnjoy the country rustic of a gravel road and enjoy the peacefulness that it brings.
Vs enjoy the nature and the beauty of the Conway River as a gravel road. Paving this
19ad would only increase hazards for the citizens that enjoy walks along the Conway
“iyer, of speeding vehicles. This also represents an extreme hazard to our pets and
~“3n whom are accustomed to the natural way and enjoys the rustic beauty also. We
¢l that any paving would contaminate the Conway River, destroying the natural
“eauty and wildlife along the river. We are all citizens and taxpayers of the
“#wealth of Virginia, and feel our tax money could be spent in better ways than
“wing the beauty of the Conway River. We do expect the state and county to
" the gravel road which has been done for many years in the past. We affix our
. L the betterment of the community and natural beauty, on this day starting April
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muoy the country rustic of a gravel road and enjoy the peacefulness that it brings.
s enjoy the nature and the beauty of the Conway River as a gravel road. Paving this
pead would only increase hazards for the citizens that enjoy walks along the Conway
" iyer, of speeding vehicles. This also represents an extreme hazard to our pets and
. “san whom are accustomed to the natural way and enjoys the rustic beauty also. We
el that any paving would contaminate the Conway River, destroying the natural
“eauty and wildlife along the river. We are all citizens and taxpayers of the
“Wwealth of Virginia, and feel our tax money could be spent in better ways than
* wing the beauty of the Conway River. We do expect the state and county to
" the gravel road which has been done for many years in the past. We affix our
. v the betterment of the community and natural beauty, on this day starting April
15, 2008.
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Petition
To
Stop The ®aving Middle River Road
“tate Route 667

We the undersigne®  mspectfully demand that the last of Middle River Road
{ e Roy m., 667) 98 | sehers Bridge (state route 675) NOT be paved in any manner.
We Hé v . gastic of a gravel road and enjoy the peacefulness that it brings.
We e Pan and the beauty of the Conway River as a gravel road. Paving this
road would only increase hazards for the citizens that enjoy walks along the Conway
River, of speeding vehicles. This also represents an extreme hazard to our pets and
children whom are accustomed to the natural way and enjoys the rustic beauty also, We
also feel that any paving would contaminate the Conway River, destroying the natural
beauty and wildlife along the river. We are all citizens and taxpayers of the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and feel our tax money could be spent in better ways than
destroving the beauty of the Conway River. We do expect the state and county to
maintain the gravel road which has been done for many years in the past. We affix our
names for the betterment of the community and natural beauty, on this day starting April
15, 2008.
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Petition
To
Stop The Paving Middle River Road
State Route 667

Wr the undersigne o respectfully demand that the last of Middle River Road
(800 eie 597 0 Fletchers Bridge (state route 675) NOT be paved in any manner
We g 1 1he L Ly rustic of a gravel road and enjoy the peacefulness that it brings.
We enjﬁ #is mature and the beauty of the Conway River as a gravel road. Paving this
road would only increase hazards for the citizens that enjoy walks along the Conway
River, of speeding vehicles. This also represents an extreme hazard to our pets and
children whom are accustomed to the natural way and enjoys the rustic beauty also. We
also feel that any paving would contaminate the Conway River, destroying the natural
beauty and wildlife along the river. We are all citizens and taxpayers of the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and feel our tax money could be spent in better ways than
destroying the beauty of the Conway River. We do.expect the state and county to
maintain the gravel road which has been done for many years in the past. We affix our
names for the betterment of the community and natural beauty, on this day starting April
15, 2008.
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We ggey (he Clsiioy rust\c of a gravel road and enjoy the peacefulness that it brmg,s
We enyoy the aature and the beauty of the Conway River as a gravel road. Paving this
road would only increase hazards for the citizens that enjoy walks along the Conway
River, of speeding vehicles. This also represents an extreme hazard to our pets and
children whom are accustomed to the natural way and enjoys the rustic beauty also. We
also feel that any paving would contaminate the Conway River, destroying the natural
beauty and wildlife along the river. We are all citizens and taxpayers of the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and feel our tax money could be spent in better ways than
destroying the beauty of the Conway River. We do:expect the state and county to
maintain the gravel road which has been done for many years in the past. We affix our
names for the betterment of the community and natural beauty, on this day starting April
15, 2008.
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